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GTK Academy is an in-house, geo-expertise Continuing Education programme for
researchers and experts in the Geological Survey of Finland. Its objectives are to:

e broadening, deepening and updating of geo-expertise

e get the best and common practices, as well as the latest know-how for the entire
organization

Within the framework of the GTK Academy training has been organized since 2011.
The training is focused on the themes addressed the GTK’s core areas. Determining
the GTK academy’s themes, development needs of skills are mapped in GTK widely.
The selections have been made on the basis of their priority and extent of need. Train-
ing modules have different scopes and working methods such as lectures, workshops,
exercises and excursions. Each module has a responsible person from substance and
training program was co-ordinated by the Human Resources Unit. The trainers are
mainly GTK’s own researchers, if necessary, with external experts are used. Train-
ing is organized by the employer, and named delegates are obliged to participate in
training. The training is held during working hours and participants will receive a
certificate of satisfactory completion of the training.

One of the GTK academy’s training programmes was focusing on geochemistry.
Geochemistry is an essential part of all geological research but insufficiently considered
in the syllabuses of universities. Particularly, the applied geochemistry and good prac-
tises are not brought up in teaching. Furthermore, recent development in geochemical
methods has been huge and highlights the importance of training. The programme
was carried out in 2015 including basic and advanced sections, of which the first part
was directed to large audience (about 65 people) and the latter for a specific group of
advanced researchers (18). During a six-days-section in the spring, the whole gamut of
geochemical survey from planning, sampling, analysis, data processing and interpre-
tation to databases and sample storage with applications and practices was covered
in the basic section. In the advanced part, the focus was in the basic and advanced
methods for the statistical analysis of geochemical data using a free software R.



